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Using authentic materials from YouGlish to connect form focused

instruction with real-world English

Shizuka Brooks (Kyoto Sangyo University)

Research has long acknowledged the link between pronunciation and listening for L2 learners
and researchers have detailed how tasks designed to improve pronunciation at the word (Khaghaninejad
& Maleki, 2015; Siegel & Siegel, 2015) and sentence (Kissling, 2018) levels can improve listening
proficiency. However, it is often hard to incorporate these activities into the classroom in a way that is
meaningful for the students and connects classroom form focused instruction with real world English
(Kung, 2011). This is important, because linking classroom activities to practical outcomes has been
shown to improve learner motivation and autonomy (Wachob, 2006), two things that are necessary for
learners to succeed in their L2 studies.

This presentation addresses this gap by introducing a set of pronunciation activities based
upon authentic spoken texts taken from authentic videos, something that have been shown to be
beneficial for L2 learners’ pronunciation and communicative competence (Gilmore, 2008, 2011), that
have been uploaded to YouTube. It details how these activities can be used in the TOEIC classroom to
help improve learners’ listening scores. The presenter will introduce the website YouGlish and
demonstrate how this site can be used to find materials for pronunciation-based activities. These
activities will be explained in the context of studying for the TOEIC as well as a way of providing
learners with a bridge between the English they are learning in the classroom and real-world English.
The talk will offer practical suggestions by highlighting the pronunciation rules learners often struggle
with and showing how to improve their understanding of these rules using videos in conjunction with

pronunciation activities.
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Video integration for literacy enhancement: Viewing, reading, and writing

Manami Sato (Kyoto University of Advanced Science)

In this modern language teaching education, finding effective strategies to enhance students’
literacy skills is paramount. This study explores the integration of videos as a tool to stimulate students’
schemas, helping them perceive reading passages as closely related ones to the learners, and fostering
deeper connections to their writing. Schema theory, as posited by Anderson and Pearson (1984), is vital
for story interpretation and can significantly enhance students’ understanding of textual content. By
incorporating videos related to the content of the reading passages, students engage more profoundly
with the material, linking it to their own thoughts and experiences. This approach aligns with Mayer’s
(2009) findings on multimedia learning, which suggest that visual aids can improve both comprehension
and retention. Moreover, the study by Hazaymeh and Khasawneh (2024) demonstrates the positive
impact of multimedia on reading comprehension and writing performances among EFL learners. By
using videos, practitioners can have students boost text comprehension and encourage them to articulate
their thoughts more effectively in writing. This presentation will provide practical examples of how this
approach can be implemented in the classroom, offering strategies for enhancing reading and writing
instruction. Ultimately, these methods aim to strengthen students’ comprehension and writing skills,

potentially leading to critical thinking with a global perspective.



