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Authenticating In-class Activities Using Multi-media

Makoto IMURA (Osaka Institute of Technology)
William FIGONI (Kindai University)
Sae MATSUDA (Setsunan University)
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No other profession would be more rewarding than teaching if only our students actively engage
in class activities and enjoy learning with sparkling eyes. How can we make this happen? What are
the points of consideration? Are there any effective techniques? We believe these are common
concerns of all teachers struggling to vitalize learning that takes place in their classrooms. This
workshop approaches these questions from the perspective of authentication. Each facilitator will
show a few examples of his/her class activities to provide hints for later discussion and group work to
create original learning activities using the props that the facilitators will provide.

The first speaker, Sae Matsuda, talks about visualizing a scene from Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory by using a small prop. The second speaker, Makoto Imura, introduces one of his seminar
classes in which the students enthusiastically engaged in voicing over the conversations in Jojo’s
Bizarre Adventure. The final speaker, William Figoni, reports that using clips from films, TV programs,
and Podcasts, we can show students how deception is used in communication. Lying is rarely covered
in textbooks but is a common speech act. In the classroom, teachers and students’ role play vignettes

to learn and experience how deception is used to “save face.”
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Creating online video to enhance student learning

Naoko Kaneda POON (Kyoto Women’s University)
Ken Wing POON (Freelance)

In this presentation, we’d like to propose some benefits of creating and using your own video
material in class. Video is the most powerful form of multimedia that is easily accessible by students.
Also, by creating videos as a supplement to your lessons, you can create content that focuses directly
on the needs of your students.

Our students are digital natives. Many of them have grown up, surrounded by the internet and smart
phones. According to a survey in 2017 taken by Ministry of Internal Affairs and Communications,
teenagers and people in their 20s spend over 2 hours to use their smartphones. Kaneda Poon took a
survey in her class and the results show that nearly all students responded that they use YouTube, a
social media platform heavily focused on video content. Kaneda Poon proposes the question, “what if
we can get our students to use some of this time to review or learn?”

With these facts in mind, we would like to combine in-class lessons and the student’s interest in
social media sites. This combination of face to face classroom times and the use of technology is called
blended learning. According to Bersin (2004), ‘blended learning is the combination of different
training “media” (technologies, activities, and types of events) to create an optimum training program
for a specific audience.’

We created a video based on the materials that students were learning in their English curriculum.
Then we showed it to the students and answered questions that were asked in the video. Next, we did
speaking practice, using the dialogue from the video. Afterwards, we took a survey, asking students if
they found teacher-created videos effective to reach their educational goals.

On the survey, we got a lot of positive feedback. One student wrote, “It’s a good idea to practice at
a native speaker’s speed. I feel more comfortable learning from someone I know, than from a stranger
on YouTube.” Another student wrote, “I can learn more with videos like that. It’s difficult to practice
pronunciation from only using a CD.” These comments show that creating videos in the style that
students are already familiar with can resonate more strongly with them than a traditional classroom

lesson.
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Making speaking visible: using video modelling for conversation instruction and
course management
Michael HERKE (Setsunan University)
Todd HOOPER (Setsunan University)

Teaching the spoken language provides a number of challenges, not least of which is the transitory
nature of output. Coordinating a department wide curriculum adds to the burden, as it is difficult to
monitor the reliability and quality of instruction over tens of teachers and hundreds of students. At
Setsunan University, we have been tasked with creating the curriculum for spoken English for all first
year students in the English department, as well as managing the part time teachers who deliver the
instruction. In order to help fulfill this mandate, we have compiled an interaction-focused textbook
based on the claim that NNS-NNS can foster language acquisition (Long, 1996; Mackey & Goo, 2007,
Talandis, 1994), but questions remain about the ability of students and teachers to adapt to this
centralization. Students may be unfamiliar or uncomfortable with the emphasis on ‘doing’ English
rather than only studying it, and teachers may be unsure how to maximize learning with new materials.

In response to these challenges we face in the upcoming 2019-2020 academic year, we have created
short videos of students performing communicative tasks and tests from the textbook as models for
use by instructors and students. These include typical CEFR Al activities like describing one’s family,
talking about work environment, holiday experiences and future plans (EQUALS, 2011). Video
modelling has been used for decades in a variety of fields to help people acquire new skills and
behaviors (Dowrick, 1999), based on the theory that some things are better learned through
observation (Bandura, 2004). The videos were recorded with a number of goals in mind. 1) To make
student oral production visible and analyzable, 2) To provide models of good performance for future
students, and 3) To provide clear expectations of course goals and objectives for part time teachers.
The Noticing Hypothesis claims that a linguistic feature must be noticed before it can be acquired
(Schmidt, 1990). By making speaking visible, replayable and analyzable, students are more likely to
recognize what they are doing well in a given task and can quickly notice for themselves what needs
to be improved, and instructors can easily refer to models to understand course goals and objectives.

Pedagogical implications and future research questions will be discussed.
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