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@"The King's Speech” - analysis based on speech therapy
HE E=MF GEEXFE)
Key words: “The King's speech”, speech therapy, articulation, linguistic motor task
The movie “The King's speech” based upon a true story of King George VI (a.k.a.Bertie) is about the
struggle of overcoming his stammer with his speech therapist, Lionel Logue. The techniques used to
balance Bertie’s linguistic motor task is very unique and the reasoning of the effect is interesting when
analysed. Lionel's approach, in fact works out to make a lot of sense in terms of linguistic articulation, and
new speech treatment is approached and developed based on the phenomenon introduced in this movie.
This study starts by introducing speech and therapy scenes of celebrities that have overcome stammer, of




which highlight will be the former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Margaret Thatcher. It follows by
focusing on Lionel's speech treatment approach: use of headphones and phonograph, singing out words,
practicing vowel articulation, use of swear words, yelling out the window and adding phonemes to start
articulation. Interestingly enough, some techniques of which are actually introduced in English as a Foreign
Language practice scenes.

The study closes by pointing out that this movie is not only informative and fun, but provides authentic
English language usage to EFL learners, knowledge of history, as well as pseudo experiences (i.e. in this case,
the speech that moved many British citizens heart.)

M.Atkinson, Our Masters’ Voices . Language and Body Languages of Politics (London, 1984), p.113
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