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Obaachan’s Gardenis a montage of documentary and film about the last surviving picture bride, Asayo Murakami,
who immigrated to Canada in the 1920s. The film was directed by the protagonist’s granddaughter, Linda Ohama, a
Japanese Canadian nikkei 3 sej, and a professional film maker. The obaachan who lived all her life in Canada and
died at the age of almost 105 in Calgary in 2002, never spoke English. Linda states, “my obaachan never spoke
English because it was her way of keeping Japan inside her.” In this presentation, by looking at excerpts of the film,
I would like to suggest the different attitudes toward acculturalization and second language acquisition in adopted
countries among Japanese issej, nissej, sansej, and yonseiin Vancouver and the Gulf Islands in British Columbia,
Canada.
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