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Let us move on and mull over things
for our future!
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

Please allow me to start off my front-page
greetings by giving you the gist of inspiring highlights
of the 22nd National Convention we hosted at Waseda
University on July 9th, 2016. The theme of our Tokyo
academic rendezvous, as you might remember well,
was “Refining Sensitivity to English Usage and
Culture through Visual Media. An appealing array of
superb speeches and symposia was painstakingly
prepared and presented by the ATEM and STEM
national convention organizers and delegates. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank the
Higashinihon chapter members once again for
bringing off such a successful conference.

I would concurrently like to express my gratitude
to Professor Yunjoon Jason Lee (Duksung Women’s
University) for making a very interesting and
informative morning presentation on behalf of STEM,
our Korean partner organization. My special thanks
also goes to Professor Jennifer Barker and Professor
Jeff Berglund (Kyoto University of Foreign Studies),
who, by showing several carefully selected movie
scenes, filled us in on some of the cultural elements
we tend to turn our backs on in classroom settings.
Finally, I feel much indebted to Professor Mark
Petersen (Meiji University), who zeroed in on
intriguing examples of irony, sarcasm and cynical
humor gleaned from the legendary movie Casablanca
(1942) and provided us with easy-to-understand
explanations on these tacit linguistic phenomena.

Now I would like to ask you to mull over some
effective ways to respond to the most frequent
inquires and comments I have tried to field in recent
years. Many of their questions are fairly easy to
answer, as they are about what we have overtly done
for more than two decades. For example, some of our
ATEM friends would like to learn how to apply for
admission to our organization, when and how often
our conferences (both national and regional) are held,
how they can submit their papers to our academic
journal, what they have to do to participate in STEM’s
national conferences in Korea, and so forth. However,
I sometimes have to fumble for words when people
ask me about what we have covertly developed in the
past few years. Some people cleverly question that our
organizational name (The Association for Teaching
English Through Movies) is now a bit too narrow to
depict our actual academic content. They even go so
far as to claim that the name is no longer compatible
with our recent conference themes and many of the
research presentations we have put forth for the
national and regional get-togethers. Admittedly, many
of the presentations at our conferences do not
necessarily deal with movies these days; they are
often skewed toward other forms of audio-visual
media, such as TV dramas, YouTube clips, online
advertisements, and even technological aspects of
various multimedia.

It is really regrettable that quite a few interested
outsiders with whom I have exchanged words
regarding our academic stance have had second
thoughts about joining us. They hesitate to hop in,
primarily because our organizational name sounds as
if we were exclusively concerned with movies rather
than with other tools of audio-visual media. What I
am suggesting here is that we might as well ascend to
a higher stage and enhance our academic caliber soon
by considering adding a little spice to our name and
parameter. I would like to wrap up my greetings for
now by having you turn over the following maxim in
your heads. “Names and natures do often agree.”
Thank you for your kind attention.
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Casablanca: Irony, Sarcasm, and Cynical Humor in
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(Meiji University)
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Suitable Visual Media for College Students with Special
Needs (hearing impairments)

KIYOSAWA Kaoru (International Christian University)
Using an Animation Movie to Improve Pronunciation
Intelligibility: Focusing on Suprasegmentals

RHO Yoon-Ah (Mokwon University)
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Five Advantages of Watching TV Series over Movies
when Learning English

KOBAYASHI Toshihiko (Otaru University of Commerce)
Refining Sensitivity through American Cultural Film
Practices

PRONKO Michael (Meiji Gakuin University)
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How to Learn Australian Broad Accent through Movies
and Media English

YOSHIDA Masayuki (Waseda University)

Effective Language Learning through Visual Media:
Message factors and learner factors
SE-Hoon Jeong (Korea University)
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A Longitudinal Study on the Use of Films with Medical
Themes in the Classroom: Do students in medical-
related disciplines prefer medically themed films?”

KADOYAMA Teruhiko (Hiroshima International
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Learning Polite Language Using a TV Drama

KIM Hye-Jeong (Kookmin University)
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Blending Technology and TBLT: The Otaru University of
Commerce Blended Learning Project
THURMAN John(Otaru University of Commerce)
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The Sequence of Teaching Vocabulary Based on
Learners’ Interest: With reference to American TV
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the Globalized Era
SUDA Tomoyuki (Junior and Senior High School at
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