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RERERT PR / The Association for Teaching English Through Movies

Kindly Take A Moment To Read
My Humble But Important Message!

ATEM President Makoto KURATA
(Kyoto University of Foreign Studies)
MRSEH AR &

BH B GUESERERT)

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Allow me to kick off my
humble greetings by reiterating
the nitty-gritties that | suggested
on the front page of the 31st
Newsletter. As you may recall,
my main points are as follows: 1.
Quite a few avid members of ours
do not think that our organizational name (The Association
for Teaching English through Movies) is good enough to
describe our actual academic content. 2. Some members
even claim that the name is incompatible with the recent
conference themes and many of the pedagogical
presentations we enjoy at our national and regional
conferences. 3. Many media-oriented outsiders hesitate to
enroll in our organization, because the name sounds as if
we were concerned exclusively with movies, in lieu of
other audiovisual media in general. 4. Many of the
members think it is necessary to adapt the current name to
what we have been recently up to.

I brought up the name issue at the Board-of-Directors
meeting last November. The directors unanimously
decided that the above points are worth discussing and that
it is imperative to develop a special deliberative council
where this issue of grave importance can be carefully
considered from a variety of perspectives. The special
deliberative council, which has now been established,
consists of two former ATEM presidents, a few veteran
ATEM directors, and myself. The council will objectively
exchange candid opinions about the issue and put forward
its proposal to the ATEM Board of Directors. The final
decision, if it is approved at the directors’ meeting, will be

officially announced at the general assembly of the 23rd
National Convention in November.

Apart from my brief review of the previous newsletter,
I would now like to direct your attention to what grand
academic activities lie ahead of us this year, on top of a
few ATEM regional conferences. First of all, | am pleased
to inform you that we will be hosting the 23rd National
Convention at Otaru University of Commerce on Saturday
November 11 (See p.2 for details). The 2017 Hokkaido
academic conference is to be carried out under the theme
of “Understanding Society and Language through Visual
Media.” The landmark general assembly will be followed
by an appealing array of academic speeches and symposia,
all of which will culminate in a special keynote speech by
Dr. Eijun Senaha. Professor Senaha will enlighten and
entertain the audience by giving out lots of interesting
information about “Gender in Movies.” 1 would like to
encourage as many members of ours as possible to
participate in this thought-provoking pedagogical powwow.
Please be advised that you should make hotel reservations
at your earliest convenience, as Otaru is one of the noted
tourist attractions in Hokkaido, and there may not be many
hotel rooms available even in November.

I would also like to usher you to STEM’s 2017
international conference, the theme of which is “Active
Learning & Interactive Teaching: Using Movies and
Multimedia in English Classrooms.” Our Korean partner
organization is pairing up this year with two other highly
acclaimed Korean academic associations, which are
KAMALL (The Korea Association of Multimedia-Assisted
Language Learning) and KASEE (The Korea Association
of Secondary English Education). This collaborative
international conference will be held at Gyeongin National
University of Education in Inchon City from September 15
through September 17 (See p.5 for details). Twelve ATEM
representatives are going to make practical pedagogical
presentations at the conference, and so kindly consider
partaking in the event and cheering for our peers. Thank
you for taking a moment to read through my humble
greetings.
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Our Time,
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