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May Our Own Academic Heterogeneity
Further Flourish!

ATEM President Makoto Kurata
(Kyoto University of Foreign Studies)

BEEGER A Rk AH B (RESMNERERS)

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The makeup of ATEM is
really interesting and unique,
in that we have a wide variety
of English teachers who have
their own objectives to join
regional, national and
international levels of activities
to stimulate and satisfy their
professional curiosities. For example, we have a large
membership of junior and senior high school teachers.
They are basically interested in learning how to pull
themselves out of their ruts of routine activities by
effectively introducing a few movie scenes to their
classroom teaching practices.

ATEM can also be regarded as a heterogeneous
academic organization in a different sense, because it
consists of many different kinds of college professors
and scholars who specialize in their own genres of
studies. It goes without saying that quite a few
members are into what we might call “the narrow or
central sense” of English education, which can be
broken down into a few subfields such as teaching
techniques, curriculum design, statistical studies,
teaching material development and so forth. However,
many others delve deeply into what we might call
“the broad or peripheral sense” of English education.
Pedagogical applications of English linguistics,
cultural studies, area studies, communication studies,
and translation studies are here to exemplify our broad
sense of English education and academic
heterogeneity.

REREFE PR / The Association for Teaching English Through Movies

As we have recently ascended to a higher
academic stage, we have developed our own
scholastic arena where the members make academic
use of a tremendous amount of linguistic and
non-linguistic information carefully calculated and
condensed into movies and other audio-visual media
by gifted writers. This is where ATEM and STEM
(The Society for Teaching English through Media)
stand in close collaboration with each other, and so we
would like to continue to go hand in hand with our
wonderful research kin in South Korea in order to
strengthen our friendly relations and expand our
scholastic caliber.

Finally, 1 would like to humbly remind you of
our three grand opportunities to demonstrate and
observe our broad sense of English education and
academic heterogeneity. (1) ATEM Journal (Eiga Eigo
Kyouiku Kenkyu), which comes out once a year in
March, covers a variety of movie/media-based studies
conducted in the broad sense of English education
(See page 6 for details). (2) STEM, which has
traditionally held their conferences in the middle of
May, is now planning on assembling in October from
the year 2016. They are considering mingling with a
large international media organization called ICEM
(The International Council for Educational Media). |
will attend a joint meeting organized by STEM
directors and ICEM directors on May 16 to see if
ATEM can also tie up with the two flourishing
organizations. The information about this year’s
STEM conference is available on page 5. (3) The 21st
ATEM National Convention, which will be taking
place at Kyoto Women’s University on August 7, will
undoubtedly provide you with an opportunity to
experience our unique academic heterogeneity, which
is dexterously put together by our use of movies and
other media. Please move on to the next page of this
newsletter to see the details of our academic powwow
and blend right in. Thank you.
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English on Screen
Learning Real English

through

Erin Brockovich
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