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Marching into the Next Phase with the
Power of our Acronym
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Kyoto University of Foreign Studies
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The fifth president of ATEM

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Since its foundation in March 1995, ATEM has
been an active association with innovative ideas for
transforming movies, one of the most attractive
entertainment media, into effective academic and
pedagogical tools. However, as | mentioned as part
of my humble inaugurating greetings on the front
page of our Newsletter No. 25, we might have to
bring about a few additional changes in order to
evolve into a commendable educational organization.
Please allow me to make use of our acronym, ATEM,
to put across to you, my ATEM friends, a few key
concepts with which we might march ahead into the
next phase of our growth as an academic organization.

Authenticity: Let us be more aware and
proud that movies are not simply a hodgepodge of
realistic elements, but a choice collection of carefully
calculated audio-visual materials.  Only selected
linguistic and cultural features are interwoven in films
and their scripts by gifted writers. In addition, good
movies are so skillfully supervised and so dexterously
delivered to us by directors, actors, and actresses that
all of us will continue to be overwhelmed by their
synergized dynamism and professional authenticity.

Thought-provoking: We might try to expand
the caliber of ATEM and embark on a new course to
develop a few workshops where we could map out
our own movie/media-based ESP (English for

Specific Purposes) designs. For example, we might
put together a medical English workshop for those
who wish to create their own incisive ESP materials.
This sort of academic challenge would definitely
amount to thought-provoking and fruitful activities
at regional, national, and international levels.

Exchange (—Enrich): We can exchange a
wide variety of information and expertise with the
wonderful Korean scholars of STEM (The Society for
Teaching English through Media). ATEM and
STEM have long been close academic partners, and
have always stimulated and enriched each other
through our mutual research findings and friendship.

Mingle (—Make the Most of Movies and
other Media—Morale): You and | should carry on and
demonstrate what we are capable of doing to members
of other academic organizations. | know some of
you have recently succeeded in reading your papers at
other prestigious conferences, such as JACET, LET,
SEGU, ELSJ, CAJ, and many others. I’d like to
encourage more of you to mingle with others and to
lead them to make the most of movies and other
media for their own academic and pedagogical
purposes. Let us simultaneously usher people of
different organizations into our association, which
will in turn result in raising our own scholarly morale!

Last but by no means least, I'm pleased to
announce that we have chosen Fukuoka as this year’s
conference venue and that we’ll be hosting our 20th
Commemorative National Convention at Fukuoka Jo
Gakuin University on August 20, 2014. Please
notice that we have broken away from our
conservative stance slightly and put forward the
English theme of “A Journey to Different Cultures
through Media” this year. Let us go through a
number of vicarious and down-to-earth experiences
together! Let us also hit Hakata and have a happy
time at the height of summer!
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