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1. How to Incorporate Japanese Movies and Foreign Movies with Japanese Subtitles in
a Content-based Reading Class (13:30-14:10)

Keita Yagi (International Christian University)
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6. Stereotypes, myths, misconceptions and realities:

Representations of martial arts and Japanese culture through the film and media
of the west and Japan in a CLIL based English class. (17:10-17:50)

Barry Kavanagh (Tohoku University)
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1. How to Incorporate Japanese Movies and Foreign Movies with Japanese Subtitles in
a Content-based Reading Class (13:30-14:10)

Keita Yagi (International Christian University)

This case-study presentation will report on a university level content-based academic
reading course, which aims to teach content as well as reading strategies by using
authentic texts. This is a core course for freshmen students at a bilingual university in
Tokyo and treats two different content areas each term: educational values and
argumentation (critical thinking) in the spring term, intercultural communication and
issues of race in the autumn term, and ethical issues and visions of the future (peace
studies) in the winter term. Although the classes were conducted in English only, the
presenter used two Japanese movies and two foreign movies with Japanese subtitles in
the final classes. These movies allowed students to apply concepts they had read about
and to discuss the texts in more depth. After reviewing the role of L1 in the second
language learning classroom, he will explain which movies he chose for which topics
and how he presented these movies to the class, discussing the advantages and

disadvantages of this approach.
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6. Stereotypes, myths, misconceptions and realities:

Representations of martial arts and Japanese culture through the film and media of the
west and Japan in a CLIL based English class. (17:10-17:50)

Barry Kavanagh (Tohoku University)

The word stereotype comes from the Greek "stereos" meaning "firm or solid" and "typos"
meaning "impression". Stereotypes can be both positive and negative. Some of these
stereotypes can be found in Western films that depict Asian culture and its martial arts
and in Hollywood movies characters such as Mr Miyagi from the karate kid are
represented as wise, mystical and Zen like.

This presentation will give an account of a class that combines advanced Japanese
learners of English with foreign exchange students. The course examines some of the
stereotypes and misconceptions of martial arts and Japanese culture, through both
western and Japanese movies and television media from the 1960’s to the present day.
Utilizing a CLIL framework, students were given the scaffolding they needed to discuss,
debate and present on themes such as film characterization of Asians, misconceptions
about martial arts and orientalism in western media. The multicultural and
multinational make-up of the class lent itself to a cross-cultural comparison of Japanese
and western view of martial arts and Japanese culture and how it has evolved and

changed in the past fifty years.



